Second Edition Infant-Toddler Summary Statements Template
	Dimension
	Indicator
	Range
	Indicator General Statement

	Positive Climate













	Relationships
	Low
	The educator and children rarely demonstrated warm, connected relationships during the observation. 

	
	
	Mid
	The educator and children sometimes demonstrated warm, connected relationships during the observation.

	
	
	High
	The educator and children consistently demonstrated warm, positive relationships throughout the observation. 

	
	Enjoyment
	Low
	The educator and children rarely displayed enjoyment during the observation. There was a notable lack of ____________, as indicated by (behavior). 

	
	
	Mid
	The educator and children sometimes displayed enjoyment during the observation when they _________, but other times ____________. 

	
	
	High
	The educator and children frequently displayed enjoyment during the observation when they ________________.  

	
	Positive communication
	Low
	There was a lack of positive communication, indications of warmth, care or affection between the educator and children. 

	
	
	Mid
	There was some positive communication, indications of warmth, care or affection between the educator and children. 

	
	
	High
	There was frequent positive communication, indication of warmth, care or affection between the educator and children. 

	
	Respect
	Low
	Throughout the observation, the educator and children rarely demonstrated respect for one another. 

	
	
	Mid
	During the observation, the educator sometimes demonstrated respect for the children. 

	
	
	High
	Throughout the observation, the educator consistently demonstrated respect for the children. 

	Negative Climate
	Expressed negativity

Punitive control

Disrespect

Severe negativity
	Low
	There was no evidence of expressed negativity, punitive control, disrespect, or severe negativity observed during this observation. 

	
	
	Mid
	There was some evidence of ___________________________________ observed during this observation with no evidence of ______________________. 

	
	
	High
	There were frequent instances of (only add the indicators if you see/hear these behaviors). 

	Educator Sensitivity
	Awareness
	Low
	The educator failed to demonstrate awareness of children who needed support, assistance, or attention. 

	
	
	Mid
	At times, the educator demonstrated awareness of children who needed additional support, assistance, or attention but other times the educator missed more subtle cues. 

	
	
	High
	The educator demonstrated consistent awareness of children who needed additional support, assistance, or attention. 

	
	Responsiveness
	Low
	The educator rarely responded to children’s individual needs and cues and/or may have been dismissive of children and provided the same level of assistance to all children. 

	
	
	Mid
	The educator sometimes responded to children’s individual needs and cues, but at other times were dismissive. 

	
	
	High
	The educator consistently responded to children’s individual needs and cues and matched his/her support to their emotions and needs. 

	
	Child comfort
	Low
	The children rarely demonstrated a feeling of safety thus they did not explore with or seek support from the educator. 

	
	
	Mid
	At times, the children demonstrated a feeling of safety thus exploring and seeking support from the educator, but at other times they responded with varied evidence of comfort and participation.    

	
	
	High
	Children frequently demonstrated a feeling of safety thus exploring and seeking support from the educator and participating in the setting. 

	Regard for Child Perspectives
	Child-centered
	Low
	The educator rarely went along with the children’s interests and most experiences and interactions in the setting were educator-controlled.  

	
	
	Mid
	The educator went along with the children’s interests during some periods, but at other times, the experiences and interactions in the setting were educator-controlled. 

	
	
	High
	The educator consistently went along with the children’s interests and experiences and interactions in the setting were child-centered. 

	
	Support for autonomy
	Low
	The educator rarely provided choices or opportunities for children’s autonomy. 

	
	
	Mid
	The educator sometimes provided choices or opportunities for children’s autonomy, but other times limited their choices or roles. 

	
	
	High
	The educator consistently provided choices or opportunities for children’s autonomy. 

	
	Child movement and expression
	Low
	The children had few opportunities for movement and expression. 

	
	
	Mid
	The children had some opportunities for movement and expression. 

	
	
	High
	The children had frequent opportunities for movement and expression. 

	Behavior Guidance
	Behavior foundations
	
Low
	In this setting, behavior expectations were not developmentally informed. 
The educator provided unclear, inconsistent, not positively reinforced expectations. 

	
	
	Mid
	In this setting, some behavior expectations were developmentally informed. 

The educator communicated the expected behaviors through clear, consistent, and positive reinforcement on some occasions but not all. 

	
	
	High
	In this setting, all or almost all behavior expectations were developmentally informed. 

The educator communicated these expected behaviors through clear, consistent, and positive reinforcement. 

	
	Proactive
	Low
	The educator was reactive, and monitoring was ineffective or absent. 

Few, if any proactive opportunities were provided to develop social skills. 

	
	
	Mid
	The educator used a mix of proactive and reactive responses; sometimes he/she monitored and reacted to early indications of challenging behavior, but other times missed or ignored them. 

The educator occasionally facilitated social skills proactively. 

	
	
	High
	The educator consistently anticipated and monitored effectively to prevent behavior challenges from escalating. 

The educator consistently and effectively facilitated social skills. 

	
	Redirection of behavior
	Low
	The educator’s attempts to redirect behavior were ineffective; because of the ineffective redirection, challenging behaviors continued or escalated. 

	
	
	Mid
	At times, the educator was effective in redirecting behavior; however, at other times challenging behaviors continued or escalated. 

	
	
	High
	The educator’s attempts to redirect challenging behaviors were consistently effective or challenging behaviors were not observed (or few). 

	Facilitated Exploration
	Effective facilitation
	Low
	The educator rarely facilitated children’s involvement in activities. 

	
	
	Mid
	The educator sometimes facilitated in ways that maximized children’s involvement in activities. 

	
	
	High
	The educator consistently facilitated in ways that maximized children’ s involvement in activities. 

	
	Child interest
	Low
	In this setting, the children were rarely interested in others or experiences. 

	
	
	Mid
	In this setting, the children were sometimes interested in others or experiences. 

	
	
	High
	In this setting, the children were consistently interested in others or experiences. 

	
	Enhanced learning
	Low
	The educator rarely used play, routines, or activities to support children’s cognitive skills.  

The educator focused on supervision or completion of rote or managerial tasks. Clarification statement

	
	
	Mid
	The educator sometimes used play, routines, or activities to support children’s cognitive skills but at other times focused on completing tasks in a rote way. 

	
	
	High
	The educator consistently used pay, routines, or activities as opportunities to support children’s cognitive skills. 

	
	Scaffolding
	Low
	The educator rarely provided scaffolding to children who struggled or those who needed additional challenge, and he/she did not help children persist by recognizing their effort. 

	
	
	Mid
	The educator sometimes provided scaffolding but, at other times, provided little encouragement and assistance to support persistence. 

	
	
	High
	The educator frequently provided effective scaffolding, matching the challenge to children’s individual development, adjusting assistance, and providing recognition to support persistence. 

	Language Modeling
	Frequent exchanges
	
Low
	In this setting, few, if any exchanges occurred, as it was (quiet or dominated by the educator’s directive talk). 

	
	
	Mid
	In this setting, some exchanges occurred, but these were inconsistent or lacked depth. 

	
	
	High
	In this setting, many in-depth exchanges occurred among the educator and the children. 

	
	Communication extensions
	Low
	The educator rarely, if ever, repeated, expanded, or extended children’s language or communication attempts.  

	
	
	Mid
	The educator sometimes repeated, expanded, or extended children’s language or communication attempts.

	
	
	High
	The educator often repeated, expanded, or extended children’s language or communication attempts. 

	
	Narration
	Low
	The educator rarely used narration to connect language with objects or actions. 

	
	
	Mid
	The educator occasionally used narration to connect language with objects or actions. 

	
	
	High
	The educator consistently used narration to connect language with objects or actions. 

	
	Advanced language
	Low
	Within the context of their daily activities, experiences, or exchanges, the educator rarely used varied or advanced language. 

	
	
	Mid
	Within the context of their daily activities, experiences, or exchanges, the educator sometimes used varied and advanced language, or he/she used advanced language in ways that did not support children’s understanding. 

	
	
	High
	Within the context of their daily activities, experiences, or exchanges, the educator frequently used varied and advanced language in ways that supported children’s understanding. 



Note: These statements should be used as a guide to develop summary statements unique to each observation.					08/12/2026
